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JUSTICE FOR THE EARTH

The Earth is the Lord's and the fullness thereof' Psalm 24:1

If the Bible were a color, it would have to be green. From the olive leaf that the dove
brings back to Noah aboard the ark to the famous Cedars of Lebanon, there is much
mention of "green". The roots of trees and other kinds of plants weave through the Bi-
ble like green fingers of life. As we complete our year on the theme of justice, our last set
of rotation workshops will focus on justice for the earth. The children will hear many
biblical references about God asking us to protect, respect and show our gratitude for all
of God's creation. They will hear stories about our natural world and the role it plays in

g their developing spirituality.

In the Art workshop they will make and decorate a tree with leaves that will have a name and an action for
preserving and helping the earth. We might even ask the rest of the congregation to help contribute leaves to
our tree. Then they will make a "Defender of the Planet Badge".

For the Drama/Science workshop we will focus on water pollution. We will use a variety of interactive
games and techniques that show the children how water pollution occurs and what they can do to minimize
pollution. They will sit in a canoe and hear a Chief Seattle story about the importance of the river and think
about the Dead Sea and the Jordan and Catawba Rivers

In the Story/Cooking workshop we will use the story of Owen and Mzee to show how creatures get along
when they have to and important lessons that animals can teach humans about their value on the earth. The
children will cook a vegetarian dish, discussing the value of locally grown, grain -based food on saving the
nutrients of the earth.

In anticipating the promotion of our 5th graders to the youth department, they will not be participating in the
workshops until they have completed some of the reviews of their significant learnings through their
elementary years. This 5th graders' workshop will be called "Bible Knowledge". Their shepherds and parent
helpers will be assisting them in this special focus time on Sunday mornings.

Another year of God's Garden will be coming to a close and on May 25 (Memorial Day Weekend) we will
have a CELEBRATION SUNDAY! It will also be Volunteer Sunday and all of you who have participated
with us during the year will be recognized in the worship service! A GREAT BIG THANK YOU TO ALL OF
You!!

Earth keepers Rotation Workshops

Workshop Apr. 27 May 4 May 11 May 18 : VBS Beach Party
Art 2 3 4 1 :

Cinema 4 1 2 3 June 23 - 26
Science/Drama 3 4 1 2 oam¥- 12
Story/Cooking 1 2 3 4

Bible Knowledge 5 5 5 5 SIGN UP NOW

---------------------------------------

The fifth graders will re-enter the rotation as soon as they have completed their required lessons.



To the Parents:

As you know children are eager to learn and absorb information very quickly. With your help, this can be an e»
and fun rotation for them. In this rotation, God's Garden will focus on Justice for the Earth. One of the things y«
will want to do with your child is to visit this website: www.kidsplanet.org There are interactive games, fun fact
structions for adopting a wild animal and much more.

And " God saw everything that God had made, and behold it was very good." (Genesis 1:31)

We are called by God to take care of the Earth respectfully for its own sake, and so that present and future gel
may live on it and enjoy its fruits. The Earth has not been well cared for and the water, air, and land are pollute
Many species of animals and plants are endangered or extinct.

During this rotation of God's Garden, the children will have opportunities to learn more about the wonders of ci
tion, and the problems posed by human beings to the survival of the Earth. They will learn about how to live in
tainable world that is built on peace, justice and equitable sharing of resources.

Parent Activities: Some things you may do with your child.
. Take time to enjoy nature
. Build a compost heap.
. Talk about endangered plants and animals with them.
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4. Be a bird watcher
5. Take action by recycling, conserving, etc

6. Celebrate Earth Day every day

8. Turn off lights when you leave a room

10. Recycle everything possible

11. Be a smart shopper, use reusable bags

12. Pick up litter

13. Show them by doing; be a good example.

15. Compliment them whey they do something good for the Earth.

16. Read about the Earth together.

17. Make a bird feeder.

18. Avoid Styrofoam products. Talk about why this is important.

20. Find the hidden water leaks in your home.

22. Make a wildlife bath out of a large foil pan.

24. Take a short shower instead of a bath.

26. Turn off tap when brushing teeth or shaving.

27. Only wash full loads of laundry unless you can change the load setting.

28. Wash dishes by hand and save up to 90% of the water used by a dishwasher.
29. Collect rain water for watering indoor plants.

30. Keep a bottle of drinking water in the fridge instead of running the tap until the water is cold.
31. Install a water saving device in the toilet.

36. Install energy efficient light bulbs.

Have a Happy Summer!

Jinny Sullivan and Sharon Doar



